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wanhdb TN, DL 20090-04% |3 writing to you 0 comment an the USDA's propesed organic rule. | sirongly believe
that the proposed national organsc regulations, as currently set forth by the USDA is not compatible or
consistent with currend ongandc practices, In fact, T believe that the current drall af regulatlons setaally
lerweers the standard for murpmmqu

The arganic industry has developed and maintained bigh standards that conmemers have
Erown b drast and expect from the cenlified cogande label. [ wish not for this inast o be broken, T ask you
in FLEASE review and consider the woice of the NOSE for the following proposed rules that T fesl will
rezlly buef the organic industry and the health of the living creatsres an this planet,

W1, 1 ask that you el ignone the recommendations af the Matboral Orpganie Standard
Bioard (WOSE). Pleases wrile the fule sccording o the recommendytions of e NOSH and recognize their
authority. They kave the expenise, credibility, and legal amhosity 1o make these important aed often
cantroversial decisions regarding the national organic regulations, [205,20-205.18)

#1_ [ ask that you climinate unwanted matenials from organic production including.
sewage Sledge, pereticlly engineered coganisms {GECY), and food irmdistEen.

GEQ's are an unproved fechnology thal the organic system does nod need in oedes 1
grow high quality sutriticus food. There &5 not encugh scientific data documenting the long term impact
1hat GECH will Bave an the envimonment of human health

Food irradiation (lonizing radbsiion) is a symibetic process that has never been allowed
in organic production. The bong term effects of iradiation are still anknosm and if 15 mot 3 panacea o
food safefy concerns.

Ezwage shudge From municipal waste may contain heavy metals and tocins, theeefore, is
not appropeiate for use on the land where food i to be grown for human consumption, The use of sludge
has never been allowed in organic food production and i campletely unnessssary.

[n conclusion, sewage sludge and londzing radiation are unaccepiable and would along
with GEO= place ULS, m&hmﬂhmmmm:,mm 1n-i
inerralional trade and stamdards. [205.2, 205.7-203.%, 205,22, X005, 26, 205,17]

#1. 1 urge you to require higher standards for livesiock, Please, again, adhere o the
recommendations of the NOSB, [205.13-205.15, 205,22, }05,24] The arganic induslry expects the
regulations to inclede the use of 100%% organic feed and consumers expect sbsolutely no antibodies in
organic meat and dairy products,

itd, Please don’t price small Brme and small scale cemifiers oot of business. Please use a
sliding scale fee sysvem and reduce the Impact on small operaiors. There is no nesd for jobs 1o be lost|
[205,421-205.424]

#5. Please stay out of the cco-lsbel business, So many comments and problems are
arising just from defining “organic sandards™, Flease sick with defudng “organlc™ and leave oiher
“grece” Ebels slone such &5 “pesticids free™, “no anitiolics or hormaones”, “humanely raised”,
ete,, [205.103]

#6. [ ask you nol to ignone historical land use praciices. Again, plexse listen to the
NOSH recommendations that suggest that land must be free of prohibitedfloxic substances for at least
thres years before it is able to become certified erganic. Food grown on contaminated land can contain
isic residues and sndanger buman health

#7, 1 urge the enforcement of cenificavion standards, curreally placed in the hands of
the private certifiers. [ ask not that the subony 10 decerify growers, processons, and manwfacherss (o be
placed solely in the hands of the Secretary of Agriculture. These centificalion agencies have buill up 2
greal repulathon and kave carned respect from the organic industry over the years. | ask not lh-ll yoal rip
the rug ol from beseath them.

[m conclusion, [ osk that you please listen and take heart to the public’s comments and
suggestions. We simply want 10 221 good healthy food and not destroy the environmen in doing so! 1]

Wory sincerely,



